
FAITH  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH                               JANUARY 3, 2016 
  
SECOND  SUNDAY  AFTER  CHRISTMAS  DAY 
 
RECOLLECTING  OURSELVES  FOR  WORSHIP 
 Music (please use this time for quiet and reflection) 
 Gong [followed by silence] 

Call to Worship 
 Hymn – (Insert) Of the Father’s Love Begotten 

Opening Prayers 
 
OUR  HUMANNESS  AND  GOD’S  GRACE 

Call to Confession 
Unison Prayer of Confession 
 
Gracious God, you are light, and you shine into the darkness 
within me for the purpose of enlightening me.  To my mind this 
means the aspects of my life I value will be visible and available 
to me.  I am realizing this also means that the aspects of my life 
which I do not value will become visible and available as well.  
The purpose of light is to illumine things, and the light which 
you are does not discriminate between what I value and do not 
value; it values everything about me.  You illumine whatever is 
inside me so that I might become familiar with it, and learn to 
live not only with it, but also from it and through it.  Life 
expands with you, even in the face of my desire to restrict 
what I know about myself to those things I already value.  My 
desire is to keep some things hidden in the darkness within 
me.  However, the darkness in me is not able to defeat the 
light which you are. 

 
Personal Prayer of Confession in Silence 
Assurance of Pardon 

 
 
 
 

LISTENING  FOR  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Story for the Children 
 Scripture – John 1: (1-9) 10-18 
 Prompting 
 Silence and Reflection 
 
RESPONDING  TO  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Hymn – (Insert) O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright 
 Announcements 
 Minute for Mission 
 Our Gifts and Offerings 
 
   Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
   Praise Christ all creatures here below; 
   Praise Holy Spirit, Comforter; 
   One God, Triune, whom we adore.  Amen. 
  
 The Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer 
   Our Father in heaven, 
    hallowed be your name, 
    your kingdom come, 
    your will be done, 
     on earth as it is in heaven. 
   Give us today our daily bread. 
   Forgive us our sins 
    as we forgive those who sin against us. 
   Save us in the time of trial 
    and deliver us from evil. 
   For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
    now and forever.  Amen. 
      
GOING  OUT – to serve, to journey, to live the word 
 Hymn – (Insert) The Race That Long in Darkness Pined 
 Charge and Benediction 
  



CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS 
TODAY     10:00  Worship 
        11:00  Coffee and Fellowship 
        11:20  Conversation 
        12:00  Lunch Bunch 
 

Lectionary Readings from Cycle C for January 10, 2016 
Isaiah 43:1-7; Psalm 29; Acts 8:14-17; Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 

FYI 
 This is the time of year we raise money for the following year.  
There are pledge cards on the table in the coffee room. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ushers: Richard Egan and Jenny Goldgur. 
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We are all meant to be mothers of God. 
 

What good is it to me 

if this eternal birth of the divine son 

takes place unceasingly 

but does not take place within myself? 

 

And, what good is it to me 

if Mary is full of grace 

if I am not also full of grace? 

 

What good is it to me 

for the Creator to give birth to the Son 

if I do not also give birth to him 

in my time and in my culture? 

 

Then, this is the fullness of time: 

when the Son of God is begotten in us. 
 

from Meister Eckhart  (1260-1328), Medieval mystic and theologian 

  

http://www.faithpresbyterianrp.org/


Second Sunday after Christmas Day – John 1: (1-9) 10-18 
 This text is the Christmas story according to the gospel of John. 
What is expressed in John is the same idea that is expressed in 
Matthew and Luke—that God has chosen to inhabit our life with us, 
and from within our life gives us LIFE [vitality] by working to “redeem, 
“deliver” and “save” us. These three words refer to helping us not 
wear out from the constant effort we make to be someone we “should 
be” rather than who we are. Matthew and Luke write in the thought-
form of mythology and use Jewish ideas like Messiah/Christ and Son 
of Man. John, in his narrative, uses a Greek philosophical concept, 
LOGOS, which means “something said, including the thought,” and 
which is translated into English as WORD; this Greek word comes from 
a root “to relate [in words], to express.” The idea in John is that God 
perceives something and expresses what is perceived as “thoughts,” 
which are then “spoken” to us as insights, thereby making something 
real to us. The insights disclose us to ourselves. John also uses the 
metaphors of LIGHT [luminousness] and DARKNESS [dimness, 
obscurity] to express the idea that God comes to us as light which 
illuminates that which is obscure in us and is therefore difficult to see. 
God communicates to us what has been illuminated, and does this 
through insights and perceptions which allow us to see ourselves 
more accurately. This activity of bringing things to light and then 
communicating them to us as insights and concepts is how whatever 
is real about us becomes real to us. This activity which is God, and 
which is alive and working inside us, is what the Church calls “Christ.” 
This activity, Christ, enables our minds to organize our life into a 
reality that keeps expanding, and to relate to it. This activity has been 
going on since the beginning, and has come to inhabit our life with us, 
and we are able to experience it directly and participate with it. 
 Think of the birth of Christ in us as the appearance of a mind that 
lives alongside our own mind, on the edge of our awareness, and 
which does not moralize as our minds do. Instead, this mind is 
characterized by two primary qualities: GRACE [graciousness of 
manner or action] and TRUTH [truth in the sense that something is 
true because it is no longer concealed]. Christ shows us what has been 
concealed in us, and does so graciously, that is without moralizing, 
without evaluating it in terms of its being right or wrong. This mind 
does not stop us from judging ourselves, but gives us the experience 
of not being judged. This experience stands alongside our moralizing 

and allows us to see and feel the difference. Perhaps the most 
significant thing obscured in us is how judgmental we are toward 
ourselves, and the way our judging inhibits the awareness and 
expression of a great deal of who we actually are. When the light shines 
into our darkness it allows us to perceive how judgmental we are 
toward ourselves, and we are allowed to consider and think about our 
self-judging, and wonder what life would be like if we were not so 
persistently that way.  God does not ask or expect us to not be 
judgmental. God simply asks us to notice how judgmental we are, to 
think about being that way, to consider what being judgmental does to 
us and to others, and to wonder what we would do and how we would 
relate if we were to be something in addition, like appreciative or 
sympathetic. In this way an opportunity is created for us to consider, 
ponder and explore whatever thoughts, feelings and actions are true 
of us. Mental processes of this kind are what the word “thinking” refers 
to; most of our mental processes are in reality not thinking, they are 
assessing and evaluating. Thinking interrupts our habitual way of 
striving to be the person we believe we should be; it curtails our 
tendency to bury who we actually are. The mind of Christ allows and 
encourages thinking, and thinking is the means whereby Christ delivers 
us, saves us, and protects us from wearing out trying to be someone 
we aren’t. 
 What is born into us at Christmas is this Mind of Christ which 
illumines for us and communicates to us the person we in fact are, 
especially the moralistic nature of our relationship with our self. As this 
becomes visible it gives us an opportunity to see what is normally 
hidden from us, and to think about a different way to relate to it, a 
more thoughtful and appreciative way to relate. 
 The WORD becomes flesh and dwells within us. Those who receive 
what it communicates become children of God. That is, they are given 
life not by their own efforts, intention or design, but by the disclosing 
which Christ orchestrates. This light shines into the obscurity within us, 
and that obscurity is not able to extinguish it. 

[Jim Robie, 12-29-15, Lectionary Cycle C, John 1: (1-9) 10-18] 


